Curator’s Choice
Ox Marrow Pomade Lid

n the nineteenth century, pomade was a popular hair care

By: Amanda Crandell,
Huntingtown High School

item. This lid, made of refined earthenware called white

granite, was used for a jar containing ox marrow pomade. On

the lid was a printed underglaze depiction of an ox with the words

¢

“Moélle de Boeut”, translating to “bone marrow” in French, and

the partial remains of the manufacturer, L. T. Piver, under the ox.

Fragmented lid of a pomade jar found in a circa 1850 to

1870 privy pit at the Federal Reserve Site (18BC27).

bhysica omade elped ;
pomade today. by keeping it manageable, moisturizing,
conditioning, returning grey to its natural
color, and lengthening hair. Many believed that
pomade helped to prevent baldness as well. Its
most popular use among African Americans was
in straightening hair, and making it soft and
glossy. Adding essence to the batch would also
turn the pomade into perfume. Today,

people still use pomade in the same ways.

Complete example of a L. T. Piver ox marrow pomade jar that is very
similar to the example from the Federal Reserve Site. http://catalogue.
drouot.com/ref-drouot/lot-ventes-aux-encheres-drouot.jsplid=2323811

TPake the curls out of it. make it soft and glossy
by using z

Carpenter’s 0X MARROW PGMADE

(BEWARE OF IMITATIONS.)

Usa a'littls onre a weelkt—that is all that is nee- §
essary. Soft, silky hair and healthy scalp are |
‘the resuits. Malkes the hair grow, too. \

PRICE, 25 CENTS.

‘Buy'it of your druzzist, or send us the price
in stamps.
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An 1800s advertisement for ox marrow pomade as a hair straightener.
http://newlynatural.com/blog/2009/05/0ox-marrow-for-straight-hair/.

10515 Mackall Road
St. Leonard, Maryland 20685
410-586-8501  www.jefpat.org

Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum is part of the
Maryland Historical Trust, and agency of the
Maryland Department of Planning, Baltimore.
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Maryland Department of Planning

The Maryland Archaeological Conservation Laboratory (MAC Lab) is a state-of-the-art archaeological research, conservation, and collections storage facility located at the Jefferson Patterson Park and Museum.
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